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SUBJECT: MORE ON SWEDISH WEAPONS EXPORTS 

REP: STOCKHOLM 557 

1. IN A PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE MARCH 6, MINISTER OP COMMERCE 
STAFF AN BURENSTAM LINDER DENIED THAT SWEDISH LAWS ARE BEING 
CIRCUMVENTED THROUGH SALE OF SWEDISH-LICENSED WEAPONS TO 
THIRD COUNTRIES. HE EXPLAINED THAT SWEDISH FIRMS WISHING TO 
CONTRACT FOR WEAPONS MANUFACTURE IN OTHER COUNTRIES ARE IN 
REGULAR CONTACT WITH THE WAR MATERIAL INSPECTOR WHEN THE 
LICENSING AGREEMENT IS MADE. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE MINISTER, LICENSING OF MILITARY HARDWARE 
GOES ON ONLY ON A LIMITED SCALE: ABOUT 20 AGREEMENTS ARE NOW 

IN FORCE FOR THE MANUFACTURE OP PLANES, WEAPONS, AND AMMUNITION. 
ONLY TWO OF THESE AGREEMENTS ARE IN FORCE WITH COUNTRIES TO WHICH 
SWEDEN WOULD NOT APPROVE WEAPONS EXPORTS, HE SAID. 
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THESE CONTRACTS WERE SIGNED IN 1952 AND 1968. 

3. COMMENTING ON ASSERTIONS BROUGHT PORTH BY MAJ-BRITT 
THEORIN, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MP WHO IS PERHAPS THE 
LEADING ANTI-MILITARY SPOKESMAN IN SWEDEN TODAY, BURENSTAM 
LINDER DENIED THAT ANY MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN PRODUCED 
IN ARGENTINA UNDER SWEDISH LICENSE, BUT AGREED THAT DIRECT 
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EXPORTS HAD GONE ON UNTIL JUNE OF LAST YEAR. HE ALSO 
EXPLAINED THE USE OE BOEORS CANNON IN THE CYPRUS CONFLICT 
AS BASED ON A VERY OLD LICENSE FOR MANUFACTURING OF SUCH 
WEAPONS IN ITALY, WHERE THEY WERE EURTHER DEVELOPED AND 
WOUND UP IN THE HOSTILITIES. HOWEVER, HE REPEATED EARLIER 
ASSERTIONS THAT WEAPONS EXPORTS ARE NECESSARY IE SWEDEN IS 
TO MAINTAIN ITS OWN WEAPONS INDUSTRY, AND THAT MANY COUNTRIES 
WOULD PREFER TO BUY FROM SWEDEN AND NOT BECOME DEPENDENT ON 
EITHER SUPERPOWER. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THEORIN HOPES TO KEEP THE ISSUE 
ALIVE, THE ABSENCE THUS FAR OF ANY CLEAR VIOLATIONS OE SWEDISH 
LAW OR CASES OE CONTINUING WEAPONS EXPORTS TO COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED IN HOSTILITIES OR OPPRESSING HUMAN RIGHTS SHOULD 
TEND TO DAMPEN THE ISSUE IN SWEDEN. THE FACT THAT THEORIN 
AND BURENSTAM LINDER DEBATED BEEORE A PRACTICALLY EMPTY HOUSE 
ON THIS OCCASION MAY REELECT THIS TENDENCY. 

KENNEDY-MINOTT 
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